
OLD TESTAMENT READING FOR AUGUST 2, 2015 

START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:      2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a 

OBSERVE: 

With impeccable story-telling skills, the writer of 2 Samuel relates the crisis of the tale of David and 
Bathsheba.  In the previous 25 verses, he has sketched out the narrative and complication of the plot: David 
lounges back in Jerusalem while his soldiers are risking their lives in battle against the Ammonites.  He happens 
to look out from his parapet and sees Bathsheba bathing, and, well, one thing leads to another and she soon 
finds that she is pregnant.  David sends for her husband Uriah, and tries to induce him to sleep with Bathsheba, 
but he refuses for the sake of his honor while his comrades-in-arms are in harm’s way on the battlefield.  So 
David chooses a deadly solution: he sends Uriah back to General Joab with a sealed letter that is also Uriah’s 
death warrant.  Joab is to be sure that Uriah is abandoned in battle where the fighting is the most fierce so that 
he may be struck down. 

Up until now, this plot may remind us of something out of “The Godfather” combined with “Game of 
Thrones.”  David’s actions are cynical and ruthless. 

Now the plot hastens towards its crisis.  Bathsheba grieves her husband’s death, as is appropriate.  We aren’t 
told if she was a willing partner of David’s seduction, or a victim of coercion.  We aren’t told if she is unaware 
of David’s plot against her husband, or if she was in collusion with David.  So we can’t know if her 
lamentations are sincere or not. 

In any event, David doesn’t merely cast her aside — Bathsheba has evidently pleased him sufficiently that he 
makes her his wife after the period of grieving is fulfilled.  However, we now receive the spiritual and moral 
verdict on his actions:  the thing that David had done displeased the Lord. 

Now the tension intensifies, as the plot nears its crisis: the prophet Nathan is sent by the Lord to confront 
David.  Nathan has already demonstrated that he is no “yes man;” he is truly led by the Lord, and he is willing 
to “speak truth to power” when the Lord tells him to do so. 

However, his method is indirect.  Instead of blunt confrontation, he pretends to bring David a judicial case for 
him to decide.  The story is framed as a simple matter of right and wrong: a rich man, he says, with  very many 
flocks and herds conspires to take away the one ewe lamb that a poor man has.  Nathan increases the sympathy 
for the poor man by describing the affectionate relationship between the poor man’s family and the lamb:  it 
grew up with him and with his children; it used to eat of his morsel, and drink from his cup, and lie in his 
bosom, and it was like a daughter to him. 

David, by nature a just man, is outraged when he learns that this rich man has purportedly “appropriated” the 
poor man’s lamb, and declares “As the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die;  and he shall 
restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.” 

The trap has been skillfully baited and set by Nathan’s “parable.”  David is caught completely flat-footed by the 
twist in the plot. 

Nathan simply says:  “You are the man.”  In that short, declarative sentence, Nathan has pinned David to the 
wall with his sins, crimes, and hypocrisy. 



But this is not the end of the Lord’s message to David.  There will be grave consequences for David’s sin.  The 
Lord, through Nathan, reminds David that he has been exalted from humble beginnings to the very throne of 
Israel and Judah, and asks why he has done such a shameful thing.  And then the hammer falls:  there will be 
violence in David’s house forever, his own wives will be taken from him as Bathsheba was taken from Uriah, 
 and all of this will be done in the full glare of the public eye. 

David makes no excuses, offers no arguments, and humbles himself before the prophet: David said to Nathan, 
“I have sinned against the Lord.”   The most powerful man in the kingdom has confessed his sin before the 
God of  Israel without retaliation against Nathan and without negotiation. 

Nathan’s response to David suggests that David’s confession is regarded by God as an act of repentance: And 
Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 

APPLY:   

General Oglethorpe, the colonial governor of Georgia from 1732 to 1743, is reported to have said to his 
secretary Reverend Charles Wesley, one of the future leaders of the Methodist revivals, “I never forgive.” 
Charles’ answer was wise: “Then I hope, sir, you never sin.” 

Only those who never sin would fail to identify with this powerful story of David and Nathan. 

There are two sides to this story, though, from a human perspective.  There is the role of the moral leader who 
must “speak truth to power.”  Nathan  has the unenviable task of confronting the powerful king of Israel and 
Judah.  What a risk! But Nathan is also no fool.  He uses the skill of a storyteller, like so many prophets before 
and after him, to snare the conscience of the king. 

We may do well to learn that when we try to correct immoral and sinful behavior it may be more effective to 
use “discovery” rather than confrontation.  In other words, help the offender to see the consequences of their 
actions through story or parable or example, so they come to the conclusion themselves.  We have a tendency to 
be more open to conviction when we see ourselves than when we are confronted and berated, which may only 
make folks defensive. 

However, this also presupposes that the person being confronted has a conscience, and a sense of moral 
sensitivity.  David obviously does.  The fact that he instantly repents suggests a deep moral core; he knows he 
has violated God’s moral law. 

Many scholars believe that Psalm 51 was written by David as the cry of his heart to the Lord after his 
conviction of sin.  It is a heartfelt confession and plea for mercy. 

However, from a Christian perspective, we can also apply the ringing assurance of 1 John 1:9  If we confess our 
sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

RESPOND:  

What truly speaks to me in scripture is the honesty and realism of the Bible.  There are no plaster saints, but 
men and women of flesh and blood.  Even the greatest heroes of the Bible are not depicted without sin, except 
for Jesus, the Sinless One who has come to take all sin upon himself, and to give us his righteousness (cf. 2 
Corinthians 5:21). 

This gives me great hope — for myself, and all sinners.  When I identify with David, I know that it is possible 
to come back from even the most heinous of sins through the mercy of God. 



Lord, in the words of Psalm 51: Have mercy on me, O God, according to thy steadfast love; according to thy 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Amen. 
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