
PSALM READING FOR JULY 5, 2015 

START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:START WITH SCRIPTURE:      2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

OBSERVE: 

This is an appropriate companion Psalm to the passage this week from 2 Samuel 5, which describes David’s 
consolidation of the two kingdoms — Israel and Judah — and his establishment of Jerusalem as his seat of 
power. 

However, the Psalm is pure praise for the Lord — and Jerusalem is His throne, not David’s. 

The city is described in superlative, theological terms: 

His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, 
is the joy of all the earth, 
Mount Zion, in the far north, 
the city of the great King. 

Because God reigns there, it of course surpasses all other mountains. 

Interestingly, the city walls are not the source of protection for this city — the Lord himself is:Within its 
citadels God has shown himself a sure defense. Simply beholding the city strikes terror into the enemies of God 
and of Israel.  Their effort to besiege the city results in terrified retreat. 

The images the Psalmist uses to describe their confused rout are interesting. One is quite domestic, the pains as 
of a woman in labor.  The other seems a bit more suitable to the subject — the Psalmist describes a fleet of 
ships from Tarshish (likely modern Spain) shattered by storm on the seas.  These images evoke both the terror 
and the utter confusion of  the enemies of God before the citadel of Jerusalem. 

In verses 8-10 the point of view changes — the Psalmist speaks in first person plural.  He is no longer 
describing the Lord and his Holy City, now he speaks on behalf of the people to the Lord: 

We ponder your steadfast love, O God, 
in the midst of your temple. 
10 Your name, O God, like your praise, 
reaches to the ends of the earth. 

This is an act of corporate worship from the very heart of the Holy City, in the temple itself. 

Then again, the point of view changes, as does his audience — he now is speaking to the cities around 
Jerusalem, and  those assembled in the temple of the Great King.  He uses the literary method of personification 
to describe the gladness of Mount Zion. 

Unfortunately,  a little is lost in translation when he describes the joy of the towns of Judah that rejoice at the 
judgments of God.  The note in the text tells us that the metaphor used for towns  is actually daughters —
 implying that the towns that surround Jerusalem are the offspring of the great city.  This suggests that these 
towns are under the protection of their Mother City. 



Those who are gathered are encouraged to inspect the ramparts of the city, so that they may tell generations to 
come of the greatness of this city.  But the purpose of this “tradition” is to extol the Lord. 

The Psalmist makes clear that the central focus of their worship is not the city, but the Lord: 

Your name, O God, like your praise, 
reaches to the ends of the earth. 

And our God forever and ever . . . will be our guide forever. 

APPLY:   

This Psalm reminds us to keep our worship in proper perspective.  No matter how beautiful and magnificent the 
setting — cathedral, sanctuary, temple — or how majestic the liturgy, or how moving the praise songs, the only 
proper subject of worship is the Lord. 

The aesthetics of worship must never distract us from the End of our worship, which is to praise God alone. 

The temptation for the Israelites must have been great, when they saw the splendor of Solomon’s temple, to 
focus on the temple itself.  But we are reminded by Paul to keep our priorities clear: he warns us to not to 
worship the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen (Romans 1:25). 

One note of interest: the Psalmist encourages the people who are there to 

Walk about Zion, go all around it, 
count its towers, 
consider well its ramparts; 
go through its citadels, 
that you may tell the next generation 
     that this is God . . . 

Does he say this because he is eager to keep the “main thing the main thing,” so that the future generations 
continue to worship the Lord?  Are these walls a kind of “sacred space” that points the way toward God, like a 
means of grace? 

Or, is this a foreshadowing of the time to come when these city walls will be destroyed, and they will need to be 
reminded that God surpasses the ramparts and the towers? 

RESPOND:  

I love to worship in beautiful settings — not only in a cathedral, but also in the magnificence of the mountains 
and the forest.  But I must remember to see through these beautiful things, and beyond them, to the true subject 
of worship — the Creator of them all. 

May my worship never lose sight of your magnificence and majesty, even as I am caught up in the beauty and 
power of worship in church or in nature.  Amen.  

BY  TOM  LETCHWORTH 
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